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The World Association of Beet and Cane Growers, which counts 36 cane and beet growers’ associations from 34 

countries, met in London on 21st November 2022.  

 

Sugar beet and sugarcane growers dedicated their working day to innovation and climate change. Climate 

change is a reality for farmers, increasing the uncertainty of yields and bringing new agronomical issues. Farmers 

are impacted by climate change in their everyday life; they are also part of the solution to mitigate it. Strategic 

guidance, based on new technologies and technical support, designed by growers’ associations, in dialogue with 

governments, technical institutes and civil society must be the priority. Innovative technologies and data 

management are to be adopted and promoted as services for farmers to make better planning and being more 

cost efficient. 

 

They expressed their unanimous concern about the historical level of fertilizer and fuel costs on the farm. This 

situation implies unprecedented financial efforts by sugar beet and sugarcane growers which amplify the 

harmful effects in the event of yield accidents, knowing that they have increased dramatically over the past 

years. This situation can only be balanced by allowing farmers to expect increased margins on the crops to 

come. Observing the rise in sugar and ethanol prices, they thus insist on the fact that sugar beet and cane prices 

must follow the same pattern, in order to expect a stabilisation in acreage at world level. Knowing the low 

availability of fertilizers, they already underline the risk in terms of yield that is facing the world, which could 

have huge implications in terms of food sufficiency. 

 

In response to the energy crisis currently facing the world, sugar beet and sugarcane growers underline that 

their crops are amongst those which offer the best ratios in terms of diversification potential. In addition to 

sugar, sugar beet and sugarcane and their coproducts can produce ethanol, electricity and biogas. Every effort 

must be made to find new outlets for this production to enhance added value throughout the production chain. 

Initiatives linked to green chemistry such as bioethanol, bioplastics, biogas and cogeneration should be 

encouraged and supported by the sector, industry and governments.  

 

 


